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general rules and information are in-
cluded as an aid to you in under-
standing Department of Defense poli-
cies and in planning programs of mu-
tual benefit to the Armed Forces and
your community.

(1) When evaluating requests for
Armed Forces participation in public
events, the interests of the Department
of Defense and the public at large,
operational requirements of the Mili-
tary services, and availability of re-
sources are prime considerations. Com-
mitment of resources to specific events
must be balanced with the above fac-
tors and with requests for similar par-
ticipation received from other sources.

(2) Department of Defense participa-
tion and cooperation must not directly
or indirectly:

(i) Endorse or selectively benefit or
favor or appear to endorse or selec-
tively benefit or favor any private indi-
vidual, group, corporation (whether for
profit or nonprofit), sect, quasi-reli-
gious or ideological movement, fra-
ternal organization, political organiza-
tion, or commercial venture.

(ii) Be associated with the solicita-
tion of votes in a political election.
Sites such as commercial theaters or
department stores, churches or fra-
ternal halls; and events such as
testimonials to private individuals or
sectarian religious services, are gen-
erally inappropriate for Armed Forces
participation.

(3) Participation by the Armed
Forces in any event or activity may be
authorized only if admission, seating
and all other accommodations and fa-
cilities are available to all without re-
gard to race, creed, color or national
origin, and only if the sponsoring orga-
nization does not exclude any form of
discrimination based on race, creed,
color or national origin. This does not
bar participation in events sponsored
by nationally-recognized veteran’s or-
ganizations when the program is ori-
ented toward the veterans’ interests,
nor does it bar participation in non-
public school events when the program
is directed toward education or recruit-
ing.

(i) No admission charge may be lev-
ied on the public solely to see an
Armed Forces demonstration, unit or
exhibit. When admission is charged,
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the Armed Forces activity must not be
the sole or primary attraction.

(4) Armed Forces participation is au-
thorized in a fund-raising event only
when the sponsor certifies that all net
profits in excess of actual operating
costs will be donated to one of the con-
solidated programs recognized by the
Federal Services Fund-Raising pro-
gram. These include such agencies as
the United Givers Fund, Community
Chests, National Health Agencies (as a
group), International Service Agencies
and the military aid societies.

(5) When Armed Forces participation
in an event is in the mutual interest of
the Department of Defense and the
sponsor of the event, participation will
be authorized at no additional cost to
the government. Additional costs to
the government—travel and transpor-
tation of military personnel, meals and
quarters or standard per diem allow-
ance, etc.—will be borne by the spon-
sor.

(6) Department of Defense policy pro-
hibits payment by the Armed Forces
for rental of exhibit space, connection
of electricity, or utility or janitorial
costs.

(7) The duration of participation by
military units in any one event is lim-
ited in the interests of proper utiliza-
tion and equitable distribution of
Armed Forces manpower and resources.
While an exhibit might be scheduled
for the duration of an event, a unit
such as a military band is limited to
three days.

(8) Armed Forces participation in
professional sports events and post-sea-
son bowl games will normally be au-
thorized at no additional cost to the
government, will emphasize joint Serv-
ice activity and must support recruit-
ing programs. Participation in beauty
contests, fashion shows, pageants,
Christmas parades, and motion picture
premieres is not authorized since mili-
tary support would violate policy and
appropriateness.

§705.36 Government transportation of
civilians for public affairs purposes.

(a) General policy. (1) Regulations on
transportation of civilians vary accord-
ing to whether:

(i) The civilians are news media rep-
resentatives or not.
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(ii) The travel is local or nonlocal
(see paragraph (b) of this section).

(iii) The purpose of the travel is to
get to a desired destination or is to ob-
serve the Navy at first hand.

(2) Authority for embarkation of in-
dividuals in naval vessels and military
aircraft is vested in the Chief of Naval
Operations by §700.710 of this chapter.
Nothing in this part shall be construed
as limiting his authority in this re-
gard.

(3) The following policy has been es-
tablished by DOD for providing all
types of Navy transportation to non-
Navy civilians.

(i) Military transport facilities shall
not be placed in a position of competi-
tion with U.S. commercial carriers.

(A) When embarkation of a newsman
is necessary for him to obtain news
material about a ship, aircraft, cargo
or embarked personnel, or when he is
invited to report on a matter of special
interest to the Navy, it is not consid-
ered that the transportation furnished
him is in competition with commercial
transport.

(B) An exception is also made for
short trips between an airport (or other
transportation center) and the com-
mand. Cars and buses within the re-
sources of the command may be used
for meeting guests or taking them to
make their travel connections.

(i) When authorization is requested
for travel which is of interest to or will
affect more than one command or
Service, the approving authority will
coordinate the request with all other
interested commands, Services and
Agencies.

(iii) Travel in connection with any
public affairs program arranged by the
Navy jointly with another Federal De-
partment or Agency or a foreign gov-
ernment will be authorized only by the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public
Affairs, or those to whom he has dele-
gated this authority. Navy commands
desiring authorization of such travel
will forward the request to the Chief of
Information.

(iv) If a request for travel for
nonlocal public affairs purposes is dis-
approved, sufficient reasons should be
provided so that the action is clearly
understood by the individual or group
concerned.
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(b) Definition of local v. nonlocal trav-
el. (1) Local travel is travel within the
immediate vicinity of the command
concerned in connection with a public
affairs program of local interest only.
(For air travel within the continental
U.S., about 150 miles or less is gen-
erally considered local.)

(2) Nonlocal travel is that conducted
in connection with a public affairs pro-
gram affecting more than one Service,
geographic area or major command,
usually of primary concern to higher
authority.

(c) Transportation of news media rep-
resentatives. (1) This section applies to
media representatives who are em-
barked for the purpose of news gath-
ering or of traveling to an area in order
to cover a news event. It does not apply
to:

(i) Correspondents when members of
groups embarked as regular cruise
guests of the Navy.

(i) Casual trips by correspondents to
ships in port or to shore stations in
CONUS. Such visits may be authorized
by officers in command or higher au-
thority in accordance with instructions
promulgated by the Chief of Naval Op-
erations. Written orders are not re-
quired.

(2) Local travel. Commanding officers
at all levels are authorized (under De-
fense Department policy) to approve
local travel for public affairs purposes
within the scope of the mission and re-
sponsibilities of their command, if:

(i) Public interest in the public af-
fairs purpose involved is confined pri-
marily to the vicinity of that com-
mand.

(ii) The travel is being provided for
the benefit of local media and meets a
naval public affairs objective.

(iii) Scheduled commercial air trans-
portation is not readily available.

(iv) The aircraft to be used is a heli-
copter, or multiengine dual piloted air-
craft, and is within the resources of the
host command on a not-to-interfere
basis. This provision does not apply to
orientation flights.

(3) Nonlocal travel. (i) Requests for
nonlocal travel will be submitted to
the Chief of Information, who will for-
ward them with his recommendations
to the Chief of Naval Operations and/or
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the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Public Affairs), as appropriate.

(i) When the proposed travel is for
news coverage of a major emergency
nature and the coverage will be im-
paired or delayed, to the serious det-
riment of the interests of the Depart-
ment of Defense, if military transpor-
tation is not provided, requests for
such travel will be submitted to the
Chief of Information, who will forward
the request—if approved—to the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Public Af-
fairs). The most expeditious means (in-
cluding telephone) will be used by com-
mands requesting such emergency
travel. Justification will include both
the public affairs purpose and the ne-
cessity for military carriers.

(4) Travel between the U.S. and over-
seas area. (i) The Chief of Naval Oper-
ations may authorize military trans-
portation for correspondents in un-
usual circumstances, upon rec-
ommendations of the Chief of Informa-
tion and the Defense Department.

(ii) Requests for government trans-
portation to cover specific assignments
overseas should be made at least three
weeks prior to the date required and
should be addressed to the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs)
via the Chief of Information or Unified
Commander, as appropriate. The re-
quests should include:

(A) A statement that the cor-
respondent is a full-time employee, or
has a specific assignment, and that the
trip is for the purpose of news gath-
ering.

(B) Appropriate date of entry into
area, port of entry, method of travel,
proposed duration of visit and travel
termination date.

(C) Assurance that the correspondent
will observe currency control regula-
tions, and sponsoring agency will guar-
antee financial obligations incurred.

(5) Embarkation of male correspondents
between ports within CONUS. (i) Male
correspondents may be embarked in
naval ships for passage between ports
within the area of a single Fleet com-
mand for the purpose of news gathering
at the discretion of the Sea Frontier
Commander, Commandants of the
Naval Districts, the Chief of naval Air
Training, Fleet, Force and Type com-
manders and flag officers afloat who
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have been delegated authority to ar-
range directly with appropriate Fleet,
Force and Type commanders for em-
barkation of civilians on a local cruise
basis.

(i) Invitational travel orders may be
issued.

(6) Embarkation of female correspond-
ents in naval vessels. (i) Privileges equal
to those given male correspondents
will be accorded female correspondents
whenever practicable.

(ii) Female correspondents may not
be embarked overnight in a naval ship
without prior approval of the appro-
priate Fleet Commander-in-Chief. This
authority may be delegated to the
numbered Fleet Commanders.

(7) Travel in ships of the Military Sea-
lift Command. Correspondents may be
carried in ships of the Military Sealift
Command on either a space-required or
space-available basis when travel is in
the best interests of the Navy or the
Department of Defense.

(i) Space-available travel will be used
when practicable. A nominal charge is
made by the Military Sealift Command
and must be borne by the correspond-
ents.

(ii) Space-required travel may be au-
thorized when sufficiently in the inter-
est of the Navy, and the charge may be
borne by the Navy.

(iii) In either case, determination of
Navy interests will be made by the
Chief of Information, guided by the
transportation policy of the Chief of
Naval Operations, whose approval of
such embarkation is required.

(iv) Requests for such travel will be
submitted to the Chief of Information,
who will coordinate with the Chief of
Naval Operations and/or the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs),
as appropriate.

(8) Point to point transportation
within the continental United States
in naval aircraft other than those oper-
ated by the Military Airlift Command.

(i) SECNAVINST 4630.2A contains
guidance for travel in military aircraft
other than those operated by the Mili-
tary Airlift Command.

(ii) Naval activities desiring to ar-
range such transportation will address
requests via the chain of command to
the operational command of the lowest
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echelon which has been delegated au-
thority to approve such requests.

(iii) Upon approval of such a request,
the naval activity sponsoring the cor-
respondent shall:

(A) Prepare travel orders.

(B) Ensure that any waiver forms, as
may be required by governing direc-
tives, are executed.

(9) Embarkation of news media rep-
resentatives of foreign citizenship:

(i) Requests from foreign news media
representatives to cruise with units of
the U.S. Navy are usually made to the
nearest U.S. military installation
known to the correspondent, and are
often not made in the proper chain of
command to the Fleet Commander un-
less authorized to effect arrangements
for an underway cruise.

(A) if the request is received by a
command which is not a subordinate of
the Fleet Commander concerned, it
will be forwarded to the U.S. Naval At-
tache assigned to the foreign news-
man’s country. The Attache will then
forward the request to the appropriate
Fleet Commander, with his rec-
ommendations and the result of a brief
background check on the newsman and
his employer.

(B) If the request is received by a
subordinate of the appropriate Fleet
Commander, it may be forwarded di-
rectly to the latter, but the U.S. Naval
Attache in the newsman’s country will
be given the opportunity to comment
on the proposed embarkation.

(i) Naval commands should not in-
troduce an embarked third-party (i.e.,
a foreign media representative) into a
foreign country other than his own
without first obtaining appropriate
clearance from the country to be vis-
ited. Approval for entry should be for-
warded via appropriate command chan-
nels to the cognizant U.S. Naval Atta-
che.

(10) Security considerations. (i) No
media representative known to be af-
filiated with a group advocating the
overthrow of the U.S. government will
be permitted aboard naval ships or sta-
tions.

(ii) If security review is directed, the
reason will be made clear to the cor-
respondent prior to embarkation. News
media people refusing to agree to ob-
serve security regulations may have

§705.36

their privileges suspended. Failure to
observe security regulations will be re-
ported to CHINFO and interested com-
mands.

(d) Transportation of other civilians. (1)
Although groups normally provide
their own transportation to Navy com-
mands, Navy transportation may be
authorized when:

(i) Commercial transport is not avail-
able.

(i) A professional group visit has
been solicited by the Navy, such as par-
ticipants in the Naval Academy Infor-
mation Program (“Blue and Gold”) or
educators invited to an Aerospace Edu-
cation Workshop.

(2) Requests for nonlocal transpor-
tation under the above circumstances
will be made to the Chief of Naval Op-
erations.

(3) Carrier-on-board-delivery (COD)
flights and helicopters flights to ships
are considered local transportation.

(4) When units or areas of a Unified
Command are involved in the public af-
fairs program in connection with which
travel authorization is requested by a
Navy command which is not a compo-
nent of the Unified Command con-
cerned, coordination will be effected by
the host command, through command
channels, via the Chief of Information,
to the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Public Affairs), who—as appropriate—
will consult with the Unified Com-
mander concerned.

(e) Special programs. (1) Cruises are
discussed in Chapter 6, section 0604,
para. 1 of the Navy Public Affairs Reg-
ulations.

(2) Embarkation of news media rep-
resentatives, especially on operations
and exercises, is discussed in Chapter 4,
section 0405, paragraph 4 of the Navy
Public Affairs Regulations.

(3) Other programs subject to special
requirements or which have had excep-
tions authorized for them include:

(i) Naval Air Training Command Ci-
vilian Orientation Cruise Program,
conducted by the Chief of Naval Air
Training.

(ii) Joint Civilian Orientation Con-
ference, conducted by the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs).

(iii) Orientation flights in govern-
ment aircraft, conducted in accordance
with OPNAVINST 37107H.
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(iv) Space-available air transpor-
tation may be provided Navy League
members if they are invited to accom-
pany a flag officer attending a Navy
League convention or regional meeting
and if the trip is economically justifi-
able, based on military travel consider-
ations and not community relations or
public affairs reasons. Approval in each
instance will be obtained in advance
from the Chief of Naval Operations.

(v) Air transportation for the Naval
Sea Cadet Corps of the Navy League.

(A) Flights must be in Navy multien-
gine, transport type craft.

(B) Point-to-point flights on a space-
required basis are governed by an an-
nual quota set by the Chief of Naval
Operations. Space-available transpor-
tation is authorized and will not be
charged against this quota if it will not
result in delays of takeoffs or a change
in the itinerary planned for the pri-
mary mission.

(C) Flights must not interfere with
operational commitments or training
or results in additional expense to the
government.

(D) This transportation is not avail-
able to other youth programs, includ-
ing others sponsored by the Navy
League.

(f) Other instructions on transportation
of non-Navy civilians. Details on policy,
procedures, and the transportation of
certain categories of people will be
found in OPNAVINST 5720.2G and DOD
Directive 4515.13.

[41 FR 29101, July 15, 1976, as amended at 44
FR 6391, Feb. 1, 1979]

§705.37 Public affairs and public serv-
ice awards.

(a) General. (1) A number of public
service awards are presented by the De-
partment of Defense and the Navy to
business and civic leaders, scientists
and other nongovernment civilians.
Other awards—military and civilian—
are presented to members of the naval
establishment.

(2) These awards are of public affairs
interest in the locale where they are
presented and also in the home towns
of those who receive them.

(b) Department of Defense awards. (1)
The Department of Defense Medal for
Distinguished Public Service is pre-
sented to individuals. The Department
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of Defense Meritorious Award honors
organizations.

(2) Details, including nominating pro-
cedures, are given in SECNAVINST
5061.12.

(c) Secretary of the Navy awards. (1)
The following awards are presented by
the Secretary of the Navy: The Navy
Distinguished Public Service Award
and Navy Meritorious Public Service
Citation to individuals; the Navy Cer-
tificate of Commendation to members
of special committees and groups; and
the Navy Certificate of Merit to orga-
nizations and associations.

(2) Details are given in SECNAVINST
5061.12.

(3) Nominations for awards to mili-
tary personnel are considered by the
Board of Decorations and Medals, in
accordance with SECNAVINST
1650.24A.

(4) Nominations for honorary awards
to Department of the Navy civilian em-
ployees are considered by the Distin-
guished Civilian Service Awards Panel.
(See Civilian Manpower Management
Instruction 451.)

(d) Chief of Information awards—(1)
Certificate of Public Relations Achieve-
ment. (i) This certificate is signed by
the Chief of Information. It honors in-
dividuals who are not Navy employees,
corporations, or associations.

(i) It was established to fill the need
for a civilian award for public relations
achievements which, while not meeting
the criteria for public service awards
presented by the Secretary of the
Navy, are of such Navy-wide signifi-
cance as to merit recognition at the
Department level. Examples of these
achievements might be a particularly
well done feature article about the
Navy in a nationally read newspaper or
an outstanding contribution to a lo-
cally sponsored event, which ulti-
mately gave national or regional rec-
ognition to the Navy.

(iii) The achievement for which the
certificate is given shall meet the fol-
lowing criteria:

(A) Contribute to accomplishment of
the public information objectives of
the Navy.

(B) Be the result of a single out-
standing project or program.
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